
Reviews

Among the articles which printers will End of interest are " Practical
Three-colour Printing," by I. Hodgson Hunter ; " Mounting the Cut
Square," by Vernon Royle; " The Little Page of Simple Design," by
Charles T. Iacobi, of the Chiswick Press. This last-mentioned article is
illustrated by examples printed four on a page ; this necessitates covering
three up with white paper, in order to judge of their quality. We prefer,
where reduced title-pages are shown, to indicate the margins of the paper
by a thin rule. Edmund G. Gress contributes a paper on " The Printing

Business in America."
But I come back to the joyless ingenuity that has gone to the making of

this dull volume, and think of the waste of human activity and of the des-
truction of the' real art of book illustration, which the half-tone process has
brought about. I think, too, that now there is a vast crowd caught in
another unattractive industry, and of the warping and narrowing of their
natures which must follow from such an occupation and from the limited
ideals of their Work ; and I think by contrast of the delight-the just delight
that comes through a true handicraft or trade.

Mentally I add this volume to Charles Lamb's "catalogue of books
that are no books-BIBLIA A-BIBLIA."

PENMANSHIP OF THE XVI., XVII. AND XVIIIth CENTURIES.
A SERIES OF TYPICAL EXAMPLES FROM ENGLISH AND
FOREIGN WRITING BOOKS, SELECTED BY LEWIS F. DAY.
London : B. T. Batsford, 94 High Holborn. 18s. net.

This book consists of 112 plates of examples selected from old Writing
books. Mr. Day selected them, believing that he had found " a mine of
suggestions for the inspiration of writers, illuminators, architects, engravers,
and the numerous art workers who have to use lettering in one form or
another." The plates are printed on the recto of the page and are not

backed by letterpress or other plates.
We have no doubt that the comparatively numerous public that takes

an interest in writing and lettering will be ready to add this book to their
collections. Printers will find on plates 34, 35 and 36 elegant examples of
Roman lettering ; they might serve as a basis for type-founders, but in the
reproduction are rather thin and would require to be redrawn. The Roman
letter (of generous dimensions as compared with the type used in modern
books) was a beautiful thing in the hands of the old writing masters. In
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